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Today’s Key Take Aways

• One way to combine Social 
Networking with Traditional Teaching 
Methodologies1

• Review of our process to Plan, 
Research, Develop and Launch a Bb 
Community using Social Networking 2

• Key factors in assuring success3



The Challenge

The Mission:
• You have less than two weeks to create an 

online celebration for Constitution Day…
• So with a very short planning timeframe, 

with no budget allocation and limited 
resources for the project this year…

“I love a challenge! Ready, get set, go!”



Constitution Day

Constitution Day is 
actually part of 
Constitution week, 
which begins each 
year on September 
17th. This is the date in 
1787 that the original 
Constitution was 
signed. 

Senator Robert C. Byrd of West 
Virginia added a statement into 
the Consolidated Appropriations 
Act of Fiscal Year 2005 stating 
public schools & government 
offices had to  have educational 
programs to help people 
understand their Constitution. 
September 17th is that 
designated day. This provision is 
linked to federal funding. 



Key steps to success

Brainstorming

and

Story Boarding

Content 
Research

Application of 
Instructional 

Design 
Principles

Site 
Development 

and

Critiquing using 
a Focus Group

Site Promotion

and

Go Live!

Week 1

Week 2



Assessments

Podcasts

Videos

The Internet

Colleagues

Friends

The Planning Process

 Identify 
Possible 
Resources

 Sort and Filter 
Content

 Identify Wish 
List of 
Interactive 
Activities

 Develop Story 
Board

Story 
Boarding 

Identify Useable Content

Games
Sing-a-Longs

Historical Based Stories
Tweets
Blogs

Facebook

Wish List of Interactive 
Activities

Fi
lte

r



Social Network Defined

social network – so-cial
net-work / sÔshǝl
nétwǝrk / n. 

a virtual “electronic” 
interactive community 
for people sharing a 
common interest 
enabled by various 
technologies including, 
VOIP, instant messaging, 
video conferencing, 
blogs and email over the 
Internet.

Popular examples:

Facebook
Myspace
Friendster
Twitter
Skype conferencing
LinkedIn
Plaxo
Classmates
Google Buzz
Hi5



Building the Community

We built a community in 
Blackboard

The layout was very 
simple, just like setting 

up a course

We added menu buttons 
as we organized the 

materials

Imagine if you would…



Develop and organize the site content

• Performed research

• Identified key web links and wrote link descriptions

• Organized the flow and navigation of information

• Added discussion forums

• Applied instructional design principles

But wait there was something missing…



…Artistic Design

This banner was 
designed and 
created by Amanda 
Bauch, a good 
friend and great 
supporter of the 
event.  

We’re almost there…



Action Items For “Go-Live” on Blackboard

1
•Identified a focus group to critique the site

2
•Verified all the links

3
•Tested all the materials

4
•Quality Checked the community

5
•Open site to the focus group

6
•Compiled the focus group feedback and make recommended changes



Send out the Invitations! 

 Send out the announcement to all the online 
instructors announcing the community and 
it’s purpose

 Get the instructor’s to send their student's 
emails and post an announcement offering 
extra credit to participate

 The count down has begun…just a couple 
more days until September 17th… 

Promotion, promotion, promotion!



Ready, Get Set, Launch Site!

 Make the Community available to users

 Check the Community Self-enrollments

 Monitor the Discussion Forums

 Monitor Twitter, Facebook and the blog

Provide oversight consistent with acceptable use practices



Constitution Day Site on Blackboard

This is how the home of the community looked to the students.

http://bb.fscj.edu/webapps/portal/frameset.jsp?tab=community&url=/bin/common/course.pl?course_id=_70111_1�


Facebook

http://www.facebook.com/topic.php?topic=13679&uid=10150133352970574�


Twitter



Blog

http://blog.fscj.edu/OpenCampusConstitutionDayBlog/�


Today’s Key Take Aways “Reviewed”

• One way to combine Social Networking with 
Traditional Teaching Methodologies1

• Review of our process to Plan, Research, Develop 
and Launch a Bb Community using Social 
Networking 2

•Key factors in assuring success: Planning, Research, 
Extraordinary Source Material, SME/Instructional 
Designer, Focus Group input, instructor buy-in and 
promotion strategy.3



Amazing Success!

Start planning for next year…



Now It’s Your Turn!



Thank you!

Janice Amos
Florida State College at Jacksonville

(904) 632-3211
Email: jamos@fscj.edu

Suzanne Demers
Florida State College at Jacksonville

(904) 632-5088
Email: sdemers@fscj.edu

Contact Information

This presentation is available for download at:
www.janiceamos.com
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